
 

 
 
 

BUILDING CODES AND DESIGN CRITERIA
Douglas County Board of County Commissioners adopted the following codes on 

June 6, 2019. It will be effective for all submittals on or after April 2, 2024. 

Adopted Building Codes: 
• 2018 Northern Nevada Code Amendments  Northern Nevada Chapter International Code Council

(nnicc.org)
• 2018 International Building Code (IBC)
• 2018 International Residential Code (IRC)
• 2018 Uniform Plumbing Code (UPC)
• 2018 Uniform Mechanical Code (UMC)
• 2017 National Electrical Code (NEC)
• 2018 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC)
• 2018 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC)
• 2018 International Fire Code (IFC)
• 2018 International Urban Wildfire Interface Fire Code for the Lake Tahoe area (WUI)
• Hazard Map Link: https://ascehazardtool.org/

Amendments to these codes are available on the County website: www.douglascountynv.gov  or Douglas 
County Code Title 20-Appendix B East Fork Fire Appendix (B1) Tahoe Douglas Fire Appendix (B2) 

Site elevations of 5,999 Feet and under: 
• Seismic Zone:  IBC = D / IRC = D2 & E for some site-specific areas
• *Wind Speed:  Minimum 120 MPH V ult’ – Exposure C (see footnotes)
• Ground Snow Load: See snow load table- Appendix B per (ASCE7 Design Reduction allowed)
• Frost Depth:  18” (inches) minimum
• Soil Bearing:  1,500 PSF maximum or site specific

Site elevations 6,000 Feet and above: 
• Seismic Zone:  IBC = D / IRC = D2 & E for some site-specific areas
• *Wind Speed:  Minimum 120 MPH V ult’ – Exposure C

(Exposure B may be used in areas between ¼ mile of the lakeshore & below the elevation of 7,200
feet)

• Ground Snow Load: See snow load table- Appendix B per (ASCE7 Design Reduction allowed)
• Frost Depth:  24” (inches) minimum
• Ice Shields Required above 6,000 feet elevation
• Soil Bearing:  1,500 PSF maximum or site specific

Single Family Dwelling (SFD) Design: Per Title 20.690.030(Z). 
• Minimum Roof Pitch:  4:12 (inches) – Maximum Building Height: 35’-0” (feet)
• Minimum Size Dwelling: 20’ minimum width 20’ minimum depth
• Minimum Soffit Eaves (overhang): 18” (inches)
• 3 or more gable ends and building offsets recessed/alcove or similar features
• Minimum of 2-car off-street covered parking (carport or garage) Required

*Wind Speed:  Minimum basic wind speed for category 1 shall be 110 mph V ult
Minimum basic wind speed for risk category II shall be 120 mph V ult’  

    Minimum basic wind speed for category III shall be 130 mph V ult’ 

Fax: 775.782.9007 
(Updated 03-29-2024) 
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**Please see Ord 2023-1630 attached
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ORDINANCE 2023-1630 

SUMMARY 

Ordinance 2023-1630, revising Title 20 of the Douglas County Code, including: (1) repealing 
the existing text of Chapters 20.800, 20.810 and 20.820 and replacing it with new text; and (2) 

repealing the existing text of Appendix B - Uniform Code Revisions and replacing it with new 

text, separated into Appendices B, Bl, and B2. The new text for Chapter 20.800 is simplified, 

formally adopts the 2018 Northern Nevada Amendments to uniform codes, and removes 
County-specific uniform code revisions, which should have been located in Appendix B. The 

new text for Appendix B incorporates the revisions removed from Chapter 20.800, removes 

redundancies, updates references to uniform code sections, and modifies certain outdated or 
inconsistent standards. In addition, the new text for Appendix 8 now includes three sub

appendices. The first, "Appendix B," includes revisions to the building, residential, mechanical, 
electrical, energy conservation, existing building, and fuel gas codes. A new "Appendix Bl" 

includes revisions to the fire and wildland-urban interface codes, applicable to the East Fork Fire 

Protection District. A new "Appendix 82" includes revisions to the fire and wildland urban 
interface codes, applicable to the Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection District. 

TITLE 

Ordinance 2023-1630, revising Title 20 of the Douglas County Code, including: (1) repealing 

the existing text of Chapters 20.800, 20.810 and 20.820 and replacing it with new text; and (2) 

repealing the existing text of Appendix B - Uniform Code Revisions and replacing it with new 

text, separated into Appendices 8, Bl, and 82. 

THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS FOR THE COUNTY OF DOUGLAS, IN THE 
STATE OF NEVADA, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

II 

II 

II 
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SECTION I: The existing text of Chapters 20.800, 20.810 and 20.820 of the Douglas County 
Code are hereby repealed and shall be replaced with the language that follows: 

BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION PERMITS 

Sections: 
20.800.010 Purpose. 

Chapter 20.800 
General Provisions 

20.800.020 Permit Policy and Procedures. 
20.800.030 Specialized or uniform codes adopted. 
20.800.040 Definition of words and terms. 
20.800.050 Interpretation, conflict, and separability. 
20.800.060 Validity of permit. 
20.800.070 Emergency powers. 
20.800.090 Enforcement, violations, and penalties. 
20.800.100 Stop work orders. 
20.800.110 Notice of correction. 
20.800.120 Nonliability of county. 

20.800.010 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to prescribe regulations governing conditions hazardous to life and 
property from fire or explosion; to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health, 
property, and public welfare by regulating and controlling the design, construction, 
encroachment of public rights-of-way, quality of materials, use and occupancy, location and 
maintenance of all buildings, structures, public and private utilities and infrastructure within 
Douglas County and certain specifically regulated equipment. The purpose of this part is not to 
create or otherwise establish or designate any particular class or group of persons who will or 
should be especially protected or benefited by the terms of this code. 

20.800.020 Permit Policy and Procedures 
It is the county's policy that the issuance of building and construction permits is subject to the 
control of the county pursuant to the Master Plan for the orderly, planned, efficient, and 
economical development of the county. 

A. The county issues the following building and construction permits: building, site 
improvement and encroachment. Requirements for such permits and procedures to 
obtain such permits are set forth in the nationally recognized codes adopted in section 
20.800.040, as amended. 

B. Before issuing a permit, the property must be able to be used safely without danger to 
health or peril from fire, flood, slope instability or other menace, and that adequate 
public facilities and improvements exist or are proposed to be constructed and proper 
drainage, water, sewerage, and capital improvements such as schools, parks, recreation 
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