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Introduction 
 
The Washoe Tribal Lands Element of the Douglas County Master 
Plan incorporates the adopted goals and objectives of the Washoe 
Tribe’s 2008 Integrated Resource Management Plan (IRMP).  The 
Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California IRMP includes a 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan as well as Parcel Master Plans.  
Since Douglas County does not have any authority to regulate 
development on Washoe Tribal Lands, information on existing and 
proposed land uses can only be understood by reviewing the 
IRMP.   
 
The Washoe Tribal Lands Element includes an overview of the development issues facing 
the Washoe Tribe as well as the objectives and proposed land uses for specific parcels.  
The Parcel Master Plans contain detailed land use and socio-economic data for each 
community, including Dresslerville, Lower and Upper Clear Creek, Silverado, and Stewart 
Ranch and land use categories such as residential, commercial, conservation, and 
park/recreation are used to inform development decisions for the Washoe Tribe and 
represents the official planning document for the Washoe people.  The IRMP replaces the 
previous 1994 Comprehensive Land Use Plan and was adopted by the Washoe Tribal 
Council on September 13, 2008.  The Tribe monitors and evaluates its planning documents 
and periodically updates them through adoption by Tribal Council. 
 
Issues 
 
Ancestral Lands 
 
The ancestral lands of the Washoe Tribe include locations all around Lake Tahoe (Dao ow 
aga in the Washoe language) and the Sierra Nevada mountains.  While the Washoe people 
would spend summers at Lake Tahoe, they would travel to the Pine Nut mountains before 
the fall to gather and celebrate the pine nut harvest.   The Washoe Tribe Historic 
Preservation Office and Cultural Resources Office work to safeguard Washoe culture and 
work with federal, state, and local agencies to protect ancestral lands.   Map 3.1 depicts the 
location of Washoe Tribe ancestral lands around Lake Tahoe.   
 
Existing Tribal Lands in Douglas County 
 
Washoe Tribal Lands include Tribal Trust Lands, such as the Dresslerville Community 
south of Gardnerville, Tribal Allotment Lands (also known as Pinenut Allotments), and 
Tribal Fee Lands.  The Tribal Trust Lands total 3,455 acres while the Tribal Allotments 
total 59,275 for a total of 62,730 acres.   
 
The Tribal Allotments Lands, or Pinenut Allotments, were authorized under the 1887 
Dawes Act.  Following passage of the Dawes Act, the federal government began to transfer 
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160 acre parcels to individual Washoe Tribe members from lands in the Pine Nut 
Mountains.   
 

Map 3.1 
Ancestal Lands of the Washoe Tribe 
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Map 3.2 depicts the location of the Washoe Tribal Lands in Douglas County. 
 
Douglas County Lands Bill 
 
The Douglas County Lands Bill process began in 2009, focused on acquisition of 
conservation parcels and agricultural conservation easements using federal funds.  The 
Washoe Tribe is prepared to continue to work with Douglas County on development of a 
bill to protect and preserve lands in the best interests of both the Tribe and the County, for 
submission to the U.S. Congress for possible enactment in 2012, with the consensus of 
interested stakeholders. 
 
Transportation Planning 
 
Access to the Tribal Headquarters from Highway 395 in south Gardnerville has continued 
to be a significant safety concern to the Washoe Tribe.  The lack of a turning lane at this 
portion of U.S. Highway 395 has resulted in serious accidents, including one fatality.  The 
NDOT has developed preliminary designs to improve the intersection of Highway 395 
with the Tribal Headquarters as well as the other Tribal buildings on the west side of U.S. 
Highway 395.   
 
Economic Development  
 
The Economic Development Priorities (September 2011) of the Washoe Tribe include the 
following areas: 1) Long Term Tribal Economic Self-Sufficiency; 2) Short Term Revenue 
and Profits from Tribal Businesses; 3) Attraction of Suitable Businesses and 
Manufacturing Facilities; and 4) Support for Tribal Members as Business Entrepreneurs 
and as Employees.  The Washoe Tribe operates retail centers, such as the Chevron station 
in north Douglas County and two smoke shops along Highway 395, as well as farming and 
ranching operations.  These commercial activities bring revenue and create jobs for 
Washoe Tribe members.  The long term goal is for the Washoe Tribe to become self-
sufficient and not dependent on federal and state grant funding. 
 
Housing 
 
The Washoe Housing Authority operates two home-ownership programs and a low-rent 
program for the four Tribal Communities.  The Dresslerville Community currently has 
approximately 130 occupied residences, with an anticipated 30 additional new single 
family housing units planned for construction within the next several years. 
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Map 3.2 

Tribal Lands of the Washoe Tribe in Douglas County 
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Washoe Tribe Comprehensive Land Use Plan Goals 
 
The 2008 Comprehensive Plan for the Washoe Tribe includes 20 different goals and 
associated policies for land use, population and several other elements.  Figure 3.1 lists 
each of the adopted goals of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 
 

Figure 3.1 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Goals 

 
Land Use Goals 
Goal One: Take a proactive position of adjacent land use. 

 
Goal Two: Maintain a good standard of living for Washoe community 

residents by promoting well-planned land use and 
community development. 

Goal Three: Exercise reliability and good faith in dealing with adjacent 
land- owners and local governments. 

Goal Four: Seek acquisition of additional Trust lands with 
development potential. 
 

Goal Five: Seek to develop land according to zoning and highest and 
best use. 

Population Goals 
Goal One: Insure that facilities, services, and resource demands are 

compatible with population structure as found in the Tribal 
census and Comprehensive Plan growth projections. 

Tribal Economy Goals 
Goal One: Become fiscally independent of Federal funding. 
Goal Two: Increase Tribal member employment. 
Goal Three: Increase Tribal member entitlements for veterans, disability, 

and retirement sources. 
Goal Four: Have Communities reach parity with County income levels. 
Goal Five: Protect sales tax “pass-through” from elimination by State 

Legislature. 
Forest and Woodland Goals 
Goal One: Maintain or enhance forest and woodland resources on 

Tribal lands. 
Goal Two: Economic values of forest and woodland resources will be 

evaluated with consideration of long-term impacts and 
implementation of appropriate management. 
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Figure 3.1 
Comprehensive Land Use Plan Goals (cont.) 

 
Water Resource Goals 

Goal One Deliver healthy, potable water to Tribal members. 
Goal Two: Ensure Tribal water supplies are high quality and 

adequate in quantity for the longest term possible. 
Goal Three: Protect, maintain and defend Tribal surface and 

groundwater rights. 
Goal Four: Obtain additional water rights. 
Goal Five Research, document and inventory information on 

Tribal water resources. 
Goal Six: Research, establish and register legal descriptions of 

Tribal water rights. 
Goal Seven: Set buffers imperative for the protection of wetland 

hydrology, function and wildlife. 
Source: 2008 Washoe Tribe IRMP 

 
Washoe Tribe Parcel Master Plans 
 
The 2008 IRMP contains specific Parcel Master Plans. Each parcel master plan includes 
proposed land uses as well as specific objectives to guide development in each area. These 
land use categories are shown in Figure 3.2 below.  The parcel master plans include the 
following parcels in Douglas County: 1) Allotment 231; 2) Dresslerville; 3) Lower Clear 
Creek, 4) Mica Drive;  5) Pine Nut Allotments 6) Silverado; 7) Stewart Ranch;  and 8) 
Upper Clear Creek. 
 



Chapter 3:  Washoe Tribal Lands Element 
Page 7 of 19 

2011 DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER PLAN 

Figure 3.2 
Washoe Tribe Parcel Master Plans 

Proposed Land Use Categories 
 

Land Use Category Description 
Residential (R) 1/4 to 1 acre lots 
Commercial (C) Larger, more land-intensive commercial-type 

development 
Community (CO) Any facilities which benefit the Community or Tribe 

through community development 
Infrastructure (I) Primarily tribal water facilities 
Park/Recreation (P) Both developed and undeveloped outdoor 

recreation 
Light Industrial (LI) Manufacturing plants which minimize 

environmental impacts 
Agriculture I (AGI) Dedicated to agricultural operations 
Agriculture II (AGII)  agricultural lands with location or site potential 

for new uses 
Conservation (CR) Dedicated to resource conservation or 

enhancement 
Other (O) Pasture, easements, ROWS, unusable lands 

Source: 2008 Washoe Tribe IRMP 
 
Allotment 231 
 
Allotment 231 is a recent addition to the inventory of Washoe Tribal Lands in Douglas 
County.  This 160 acre parcel was purchased in 2006 and will allow Washoe Tribe 
members to reach ancestral and cultural lands.  The entire 160 acres is designated as 
conservation in the 2008 Parcel Master Plan and is located adjacent to the Pine Nut 
allotments.  The specific objectives for Allotment 231 are listed below. 
 
Allotment 231 Parcel Objectives 
 
Objective One:  The primary objective for Allotment 231 is to maintain the parcel as a 

Washoe Cultural and Nature Preserve, to conserve the intact nature of 
this 160 acre parcel for the benefit of the Washoe People. It will serve as 
a location for positive youth development through outdoor education. In 
addition this land will provide habitat for wildlife and help to protect the 
scenic value of the Washoe homeland. 

 
Objective Two:  Evaluate access routes and obtain any easements necessary to maintain 

access to the Parcel. 
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Objective Three: Monitor the Parcel on a regular basis for resource damage or 
encroachments. 

 
Objective Four:  Complete a full cultural resource survey of the parcel. 

Objective Five:  Evaluate the impacts that the livestock watering area has on the parcel 
and provide alternatives for future management. 

 
Objective Six:  Monitor flora and fauna for long term resource management planning. 

Dresslerville 
 
The Dresslerville Parcel contains 794 acres and is located between the Town of 
Gardnerville and Topaz Ranch Estates/Holbrook Junction.  Much of Dresslerville is and 
will continue to be agricultural although some additional commercial development is 
planned in the southern end. The Washoe Tribe operates a smoke shop on the western side 
of Highway 395. There are estimated 315 residents and 113 housing units in Dresslerville. 
The Parcel Specific Master Plan for Dresslerville proposes to keep the majority of land as 
either Agriculture I or II for a total of 530 acres.  
 

Figure 3.3 
Proposed Land Use Categories in Dresslerville 

  
 Dresslerville Acres Percent 
Code Total 795 100% 
R Residential 130 16% 
C Commercial 27 3% 
CO Community 20 3% 
I Infrastructure 3 0% 
P Park/Recreation 5 1% 
LI Light Industrial 15 2% 
AI Agriculture I 455 57% 
AII Agriculture II 75 9% 
C Conservation 65 8% 

 
As shown in Map 3.2 below, the existing and proposed commercial land uses are located 
on the west side of Highway 395 along with a small area for industrial uses.  Residential 
land uses are also shown on the west side of Highway 395. The specific objectives for the 
Dresslerville parcels are listed below. 
 
Dresslerville Objectives 
 
Objective One: The Tribe and Dresslerville will continue to advocate for a suitable 

buffer requirement when the land to the west of Dresslerville is 
developed, to allow the Community of Dresslerville to retain its 
historical character. 
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Objective Two: The proposed land use map in this document will guide the siting of 
future development unless amended by the Community and Tribal 
Councils. 

 
Objective Three: The Tribe will invigorate the Ranch operation to insure that the true 

values for these lands and resources are not neglected. 
 
Objective Four: The Tribe will attempt to negotiate with NDOT regarding development 

of an intersection to serve the proposed commercial-clinic-12-Mile 
House–Tribal Government development area. 

 
Objective Five: The Tribe will analyze the need for a Dresslerville by-pass and bridge. 
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Map 3.3 
Proposed Land Uses – Dresslerville 
(Source: Washoe Tribe 2008 IRMP) 
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Lower Clear Creek 
 
The Lower Clear Creek parcel totals 229 acres and is intersected by US 50 and by Old 
Clear Creek Road north of Jacks Valley.  The Parcel Master Plan designates 91.5 acres of 
land for commercial use, and the rest of the parcel is designated as conservation land, 
largely within the Clear Creek floodplain area.  The objectives for this parcel are listed 
below. 
 
Lower Clear Creek Parcel Objectives 
 
Objective One: Coordinate and facilitate with State, County and Federal authorities to 

resolve issues which threaten the future use and resource quality of the 
Lower Clear Creek Parcel. 

 
Objective Two: Fence and post the lands in the five-acre parcel as soon as possible. Seek 

the cooperation of the counties in fencing the south ROW of old 
Highway 50. 

 
Objective Three: Continue to monitor the creek for changes in the channel. 

 Objective Four: The proposed land use map in this document will guide siting of future 
development unless amending by Tribal Council. 

 
Objective Five: Comprehensive water resource and rights protection for the parcel must 

be begun immediately and supported by Tribal funds either in part, or 
solely, if no other funds are available. 

 
Map 3.4 displays the proposed land uses for the Lower Clear Creek Parcel. 



Chapter 3:  Washoe Tribal Lands Element 
Page 12 of 19 

 
Map 3.3 

Proposed Land Uses – Lower Clear Creek 
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Mica Drive 
 
The Mica Drive Parcel contains approximately 1-acre and is located at the northwest 
corner of Mica Drive and Highway 395.  The property is used for a Chevron gas station 
and Smoke Shop.  The specific objectives for the Mica Drive parcel are listed below. 
 
Mica Drive Parcel Objectives 
 
Objective One: To continue with business operations under the current commercial 

zoning. 
 
Objective Two: To grow the business each year. 
 
Objective Three: To perform an analysis of electrical usage and propose 

recommendations. 
 
Silverado 
 
This Silverado Parcel contains 160 acres and is located along both sides of Highway 395.  
The only development on the parcel to date is a mini-storage business (Carson Valley Self-
Storage) and several billboards that are leased to Clear Channel Outdoor.  The entire parcel 
is proposed for commercial land uses in the 2008 IRMP.  The specific objectives for the 
Silverado Parcel are listed below.  Map 3.5 displays the proposed land uses for the 
Silverado parcel. 
 
Silverado Parcel Objectives 
 
Objective One: Decide on a development approach for Silverado and implement it. 
 
Objective Two: Safeguard the parcel from off-site effects which could reduce its 

suitability. 
 
Objective Three: Base future development citing decisions on the land use map in this 

document as approved by Tribal Council. 
 
Objective Four: Continue research into comprehensive water resources and rights 

protection for the parcel and develop a long-term water-rights 
strategy to accommodate future development. 
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Map 3.5 

Proposed Land Uses – Silverado Parcel 
(Source: 2008 Washoe Tribe IRMP) 

 

2011 DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER PLAN 



Chapter 3:  Washoe Tribal Lands Element 
Page 15 of 19 

2011 DOUGLAS COUNTY MASTER PLAN 

 
Stewart Ranch  
 
The Stewart Ranch Parcel contains 2,098 acres and is located in the Agricultural 
Community Plan area of the Douglas County Master Plan. The entire Stewart Ranch is on 
the west side of Highway 395.  The Ranch was formerly operated by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs as part of the Stewart Indian School.  The Ranch includes It-lo-om (“Hobo Hot 
Springs”), a geothermal site.  The specific objectives for the Stewart Ranch parcel are 
listed below.  Map 3.6 displays the proposed land uses for the Stewart Ranch. 
 
Stewart Ranch Parcel Objectives 
 
Objective One: Continue research into comprehensive water resources and rights 

protection for the Ranch and develop and implement a long-term water 
rights strategy for current and projected Ranch operations as well as 
future commercial development. 

 
Objective Two: Prepare and adopt a new agricultural operation plan including proposed 

field and water improvements that integrate best management practices 
as soon as possible. 

 
Objective Three: Establish a clear line of authority and funding for the operation plan. 
 
Objective Four: Effectively monitor the intergovernmental aspects of the Ranch 

and adjacent lands with special emphasis on the six threats listed in the 
2008 IRMP. 

 
Objective Five: Base future development siting decisions on the land use map in the 

2008 IRMP, as approved by Tribal Council. 
 
Objective Six: Seek commercial users for the commercially-zoned lands to promote 

employment opportunities for Tribal members and generate lease 
income, with regular Tribal Council oversight 

 
Objective Seven:  Complete a special study of the attributes and values of the Hot 
 Springs. 
 
Objective Eight: The Tribe will continue to advance its “Shared Vision” planning 

project for Jacks Valley and seek to have the County incorporate the 
results into future planning. 
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Map 3.6 

Proposed Land Uses – Stewart Ranch Parcel 
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Uhalde Parcel 
 
The Uhalde Parcel contains 38.95 acres was acquired by the Tribe in 1997. Tribal 
Council designated this parcel as a Washoe Cultural and Nature Preserve.  The parcel 
allows members of the Washoe Tribe open access to Washoe ancestral and cultural 
lands. The parcel provides tribal members with outdoor education and cultural 
learning opportunities, as well as preserving Washoe Tribal scenic homelands. 

 
The parcel is located adjacent to the Dresslerville Community parcel.  Access is through 
Dresslerville Community.  The parcel is flat with sagebrush and grass vegetation. 
 

Uhalde Parcel Objectives 
 

Objective One: To maintain it as a Washoe Cultural and Nature Preserve in order to 
conserve the intact beauty of this 38.95 acre parcel for the benefit of 
the Washoe People. It will serve as a location for positive youth 
development through outdoor education. In addition this land will 
provide habitat for wildlife and help to protect the scenic value of 
the Washoe homeland. 

 
Upper Clear Creek 
 
The Upper Clear Creek Parcel contains 157.14 acres.  The parcel was part of the Stewart 
Indian School and was transferred to the Washoe Tribal Council in 1982.  Upper Clear 
Creek is designated as a Culture and Nature Preserve and is located on the northern 
boundary of Douglas County adjacent to the southern boundary of Carson City and is west 
of Highway 395.    Map 3.7 displays the proposed land use for the Upper Clear Creek 
Parcel. 
 
Upper Clear Creek  Parcel Objectives 
 
 
Objective One: Revise the forest management plan to reflect a healthy forest. 
 
Objective Two: Continue maintenance of firebreaks and seek funding to continue 

fuels reduction practices on the parcel. 
 
Objective Three: Continue fence repair and upgrade and construct new fence where 

needed. 
 
Objective Four: Continue to monitor the creek for changes in the channel, water 

quality, and effects of the highway interchange and increasing 
development. 

 
Objective Five: Develop and prepare parcel regulations and permits for use. Post 
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regulations at the entrance of parcel. 
 
Objective Six: Monitor the developments on the boundary of the parcel for 

encroachment or unauthorized use of the Parcel’s resources. 
 
Objective Seven: Continue with stream restoration efforts. 
 
Objective Eight: Secure the Ranger Program to protect and enforce regulations on the 

Parcel. 
 
Objective Nine: Establish a sustainable fishery and develop fishing regulations for Clear 

Creek. 
 
 

Map 3.7 
Proposed Land Uses – Upper Clear Creek Parcel 

(Source: 2008 Washoe Tribe IRMP) 
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