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PUBLIC SAFETY ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

2016 MASTER PLAN SURVEY

Question 6 of the 2016 Master Plan Survey asked people to rank 18 different topics on a scale of 1 to 5,
with 5 being most important. Police and fire was ranked number one with a rating of 4.30. Scenic Quality
and Natural Resource Conservation were tied for second place with a score of 4.15.

Wildland Fires was ranked in fourth place with a rating of 4.07 and flood control measures were ranted in
eighth place with a rating of 3.64. The Master Plan Survey included some open-ended comments related
to public safety issues, as listed below.

Open-Ended Comments:

e Wildfire education - stiff fines for people throwing cigarette butts out the window of moving cars.

e Investin your public safety. The county currently has no vision on the upcoming losses of staffing,
leading to burnout, low moral and officer safety issues. Don't let the grand jury decide on the fate
of our Sheriff's Office. Ask why the county has to hire on a continuous basis. Ask why the county
cannot be competitive with Carson City at the least. Currently, no one is driving the bus. The Top
staff at the Sheriff's Office do not care about the future since they are leaving soon. Please
change the working environment at DCSO before someone gets hurt or killed.

INCREASING PUBLIC SAFETY WITH A BUSINESS LICENSE

Public safety would increase if the County were able to review all existing and new businesses to
determine if hazardous materials are involved. A business license would identify materials as well as
occupancy loads. At the current time, there is no required review to check on compliance with building,
zoning, and fire codes before a new business operates in the County. East Fork has a voluntary incident
response registration form that is used for fictitious name registration, but this is a voluntary form.

According to the Douglas County Sherriff's Office (DCSO), a business license system would also allow
DCSO to close down nuisance bars in the County.

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE CODE

Douglas County has not adopted the Wildland Urban Interface Code. The code covers sprinklers,
building materials, and defensible space and will allow the County to potentially obtain more
reimbursements from the Federal government as well as lower insurance rates. Adopting the WUI Code
would ensure that new construction would be resistant to fire ignition.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION OF PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL

According to the Douglas County Sherriff's Office, the biggest challenge in recruiting new officers is the
cost of housing in Douglas County. As more employees retire, it becomes difficult to recruit new
members. In its Standard of Cover, the East Fork Fire Protection District also states similar concerns:
“Employees and prospective volunteers will not be able to afford to live within our community due a lack
of affordable housing.”
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EVACUATION ROUTES

The existing evacuation routes map should be updated to reflect actual road conditions and may need to
distinguish between existing and planned improvements to the evacuation routes.

MINDEN-TAHOE AIRPORT

A Part 77 study would determine how to protect the airspace surfaces around the Minden-Tahoe Airport
and would prevent structures that would interfere with aircraft landings and departures. Carson City
adopted an Airport Clearance Zone (Chapter 16.02) in 1967. This ordinance restricts heights and also
prohibits public assembly lands uses such as schools and hospitals.
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PUBLIC SAFETY GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS

The following goals, policies, and actions for the Douglas County Public Safety Element set forth priorities
for the next five to ten years.

PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 1
TO PROVIDE THE RESIDENTS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY WITH INCREASED
SAFETY FROM FLOODING.

Public Safety Policy 1.1 Consider formation of a special district responsible for the
development of regional flood and stormwater solutions and
preparation of drainage plans for each community and for their
implementation and maintenance.

Public Safety Policy 1.2 Flood-prone areas, including wetlands, sloughs, arroyos, alluvial
fans, detention facilities, and other flood risk areas should be
considered for acquisition by public purchase or by dedication for
public usage as parkways, sports facilities, neighborhood parks,
recreational areas, and for wildlife habitat. Adequate right-of-way for
the conveyance of storm water to the Carson River should be
obtained.

Public Safety Policy 1.3 Non-structural flood control measures such as zoning limitations, open
space acquisition, and watershed management should be used within
the Carson River Floodplain and tributary watersheds as
alternatives to structural measures.

Public Safety Policy 1.4 Assist agricultural community in maintenance of irrigation systems
used for drainage and/or flood control.

Public Safety Policy 1.5 Require sufficient easement widths for improvements and maintenance
along all conveyance ditches that will be used for stormwater flood
flows.

Public Safety Policy 1.6 Encroachment and structure setbacks should be reviewed to eliminate

conflicts and ensure that maintenance of the conveyance ditch and/or
storm drain system can be achieved.

Public Safety Policy 1.7 As arterial and collector roads are developed or reconstructed, they
should be verified to meet the current design standards that “Arterial and
collector roads shall be designed and constructed to allow for a minimum
of one access to communities during the 100-year flood.”

Public Safety Policy 1.8 At a minimum, all local roads should meet the current design standard of
conveying the 25-year design storm. Areas developed by serial land
parceling should be studied and the current water conveying capacity of
the infrastructure should be verified. Deficiencies should be noted and
corrected as practical.

Public Safety Policy 1.9 Douglas County will continue to work with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and the United States Forest Service (USFS) to
address the upstream source area of flooding.
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Public Safety Policy 1.10

Public Safety Action 1.1

Public Safety Action 1.2

Public Safety Action 1.3

Public Safety Action 1.4

Public Safety Action 1.5

Public Safety Action 1.6

Public Safety Action 1.7

Public Safety Action 3.8

Areas where flooding of structures occurs should be given top priority for
both structural and non-structural improvements.

Develop a priority and phasing plan to provide for a detailed
watershed analysis and improvement recommendations by
watershed in relation to the seriousness of the existing and
potential flood flow problems.

Investigate the use of existing irrigation ditches and canals to
help alleviate Carson River and stormwater flooding problems, and
prevent critical water conveyances from being obstructed or
abandoned.

Improve portions of irrigation system to improve flood
conveyance capacities while not impacting operational capabilities.

Investigate acquisition of rights-of-way, development of
conveyances, and utilization of wetlands southeast of Genoa as
possible detention facilities.

Evaluate and develop a fair share of maintenance costs for
irrigation facilities used for flood control.

Determine transportation improvements required to allow for a
minimum of one access to communities during 100-year flood
events.

Douglas County will add the East Valley Road realignment to the
Capital Improvement Program to provide a bona fide evacuation
route during flooding events.

Douglas County will replace missing stream gauges and add rain
gauges to existing warning system (2013 HMP Action)

PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 2

TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND EMERGENCY PERSONNEL FROM MANMADE

HAZARD INCIDENTS

Public Safety Policy 2

Public Safety Action 2.1

Douglas County supports measures to increase safety for
residents and emergency personnel.

Douglas County will establish a business license permit
beginning in 2018 to insure new and existing businesses are
operating safely and compliant with building, fire, and
zoning regulations.
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PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 3

TO PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL FIRE PROTECTION AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL SERVICES TO RESIDENTS AND VISITORS.

Public Safety Policy 3.1

Public Safety Policy 3.2

PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 4

To continue to update and refine the East Fork Fire Protection
Districts’ Standard of Cover

The TDFPD shall continue to work towards addressing the
goals and objectives identified in the Tahoe Douglas Fire
Protection District's Strategic Plan.

TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE WITH
PROFESSIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT SERVICES.

Public Safety Policy 4.1

Public Safety Policy 4.2

PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 5

Douglas County shall continue to plan for and provide the
services and facilities necessary to protect the citizens of
Douglas County.

Douglas County shall enhance the quality of life and security of
all, by providing fair, consistent, effective and professional law
enforcement services.

TO INCREASE SAFETY AND RESILIENCE DUE TO WILDLAND FIRES

Public Safety Policy 5.1

Public Safety Policy 5.2

Public Safety Action 5.1

Douglas County shall work with UNR Cooperative Extension,
EFFPD, TDFPD, and Volunteer Fire Departments to
encourage and support efforts to reduce hazardous fuels on
private property.

Douglas County will work with the NV Division of Forestry,
Nevada State Lands, the Bureau of Land Management, and the
U.S. Forest Service to implement fuels reduction projects on
state and federal lands in and around communities.

Douglas County will adopt the International Wildland Urban
Interface Code (IWUI), including ignition resistant building
construction provisions (2013 HMP — Action 7A)
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PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 6

TO PREVENT INCOMPATIBLE LAND USES AND STRUCTURES THAT THREATEN
OPERATIONS AT THE MINDEN-TAHOE AIRPORT.

Public Safety Policy 6.1 Douglas County will support efforts to identify hazards to the
Minden-Tahoe Airport so as to protect the safety of the public
and aircraft operators.

Public Safety Action 6.1 Douglas County will carry out a Part 77 Hazard Study to
protect accident zones and clear zones from land use
conflicts.

Public Safety Action 6.2 Douglas County will prepare an Airport Zoning Overlay
District Ordinance which is based on the Part 77 Hazard
Study.

;PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT 25 WBA DRAFT AUGUST 2017



	draft
	august 2017
	Purpose
	public safety services in Douglas County
	Fire Protection and Emergency Medical Services
	East Fork Fire and Protection District
	Standards of Cover and ISO Rating
	Response Districts and Staffing

	Tahoe Douglas Fire Protection district

	Law Enforcement
	Crime Rate

	Douglas county 911 emergency services
	natural hazards
	flooding
	chapter 20.50 Floodplain management
	2015 flood control and roads Citizens Task Force

	Wildland fires

	Evacuation Routes
	Minden-Tahoe Airport
	public safety Issues and opportunities
	2016 master plan survey
	increasing public safety with a business license
	Wildland urban interface code
	Recruitment and retention of public safety personnel
	evacuation routes
	Minden-tahoe airport

	public safety Goals, Policies, and ActionS
	public safety Goal 1
	To provide the residents of Douglas County with increased safety from flooding.
	PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 2
	TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC AND EMERGENCY PERSONNEL FROM MANMADE HAZARD INCIDENTS
	Public safety Goal 3
	To provide professional fire protection and emergency medical services to residents and visitors.
	Public safety Goal 4
	To protect the public health, safety, and welfare with professional law enforcement services.
	PUBLIC SAFETY GOAL 5
	TO INCREASE SAFETY AND RESILIENCE DUE TO WILDLAND FIRES
	public safety goal 6
	to prevent incompatible land uses and structures that threaten operations at the minden-tahoe airport.


